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Many college students 
fi nd that their interests 
change and develop 
throughout their col-
lege careers, often lead-
ing to a switching of 
majors. This was true 
for Urbana’s Sage Rus-
sell, a 23-year-old stu-
dent majoring in phys-
ics at her fi rst semester 
at Parkland. 
While Sage is from 
Urbana, she originally 
attended Danville Area 
Community College 
immediately after grad-
uating high school. She 
originally planned to get 
her associate’s, bach-
elor’s, and graduate 
degrees in the English 
fi eld, but realized after 
receiving a degree from 
Danville, that it wasn’t 
something she wanted 
to make her life about.
“I was always really 
involved in language 
arts in high school and 
middle school. I’ve been 
a writer for a really long 
time so a lot of the stuff, 
when I was getting 
my previous associate 
degree, seemed repet-
itive, like I was taking 
the same four classes 
over and over,” she said. 
“It burned me out. I was 
like ‘I can’t do this for 
four more years. I can’t 
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To prepare for fi nals 
week, which is Dec. 
11–15, several organiza-
tions at Parkland will be 
trying to help students 
by handing out free 
items and by helping 
students study effec-
tively for exams. 
Phi Theta Kappa, an 
honors society at Park-
land and other commu-
nity colleges, will be 
handing out around 200 
fi nal exam survival kits 
at the Welcome Desk in 
the U-wing on Tuesday, 
Dec. 5 from 10 a.m.–1 
p.m. These kits are free 
to students. 
According to Lori 
Garrett, the Phi Theta 
Kappa faculty advisor, 
the kits were designed 
by members of Park-
land’s chapter a few 
years ago and they 
include items designed 
to motivate students 
before possibly stress-
ful exams. 
Items that could be 
included in the kits 
include a bookmark 
with study tips made by 
Phi Theta Kappa, eras-
ers, pencils with moti-
vational phrases, candy, 
gum, and informa-
tion on stress manage-
ment.  There will also 
be a number of items to 
help those feeling under 
the weather. The logic 
behind these items is 
that the immune system 
is compromised when 
the body and mind are 
under stress, so stu-
dent are more likely to 
get sick during stress-
ful times like fi nals. 
Accordingly, the kits 
will include items like 
hand sanitizer and tis-
sues. 
Phi Theta Kappa 
is also in the prelimi-
nary stages of turning 
the Welcome Desk into 
more of an informa-
tion station for students 
on stress management 
and study tips during 
the last week of classes. 
They hope to distribute 
fl iers on these topics. 
Student Government 
will also be distributing 
items like candy canes, 
pencils, and possibly 
stress toys on Dec. 6–8 
in the Student Union. 
These items are meant 
to wish students luck on 
their exams. 
Besides fun items, 
students can get help 
studying before fi nals 
week. Various resources 
like the Center for Aca-
demic Success in D120, 
SciCommons on the 
fi rst fl oor of the L-wing, 
the Presentation Cen-
ter C152, the Library 
in the X-wing, and for 
students who are eligi-
ble, TRIO in the U-wing 
will be available for stu-
dents. 
The Center for Aca-
demic Success in par-
ticular has resources 
designed to help stu-
dents study effectively 
and complete fi nal 
papers. However, stu-
dents are advised that 
they should not wait 
until fi nals to begin. 
“The sooner they 
come in, [the sooner] we 
can help students put 
together a plan to fi nish 
fi nal projects and pre-
pare for fi nal exams,” 
said Tracey Hickox, 
director for the Center 
for Academic Success. 
“The more you start 
reviewing now the bet-
ter [off] you are going 
to be. We want to help 
students avoid procras-
tinating and last minute 
cramming for exams. 
And it’s still early, so…I 
encourage students to 
come  into D120 now 
so we can help them 
start working on a how 
to study plan for the 
fi nals.”
One important step 
according to Hickox is 
fi nding out what will be 
on the fi nal. Students 
can look at the syllabus 
and ask their professors 
to fi nd out what will be 
covered on the exam. 
After fi guring out what 
they need to know, stu-
dents are advised to crit-
ically look at what they 
don’t yet fully know. 
“They need to be 
able to assess what con-
cepts they understand 
and where they are still 
struggling,” Hickox 
said. “Our staff in the 
Center for Academic 
Success can help stu-
dents with the differ-
ent parts of the course 
that they’re struggling 
with…[if] there are cer-
tain concepts they need 
help understanding 
with they can get one on 
one help here.” 
The center has free 
peer and faculty tutors 
who can help with an 
array of subjects includ-
ing chemistry, physics, 
math, statistics, biology 
and business. 
“For many subjects 
we do [have a faculty 
or peer tutor],” Hickox 
said.  
The center also has 
a Writing Lab that can 
help students with dif-
ferent aspects of writ-
ing a paper, from mak-
ing outlines, actually 
starting the paper or 
looking a draft over 
to answering specifi c 
questions about things 
like transitions, point of 
view and subject mat-
ter. The Writing Lab is 
on a walk in basis with 
appointments typi-
cally lasting 15 minutes. 
Because appointments 
are short faculty do not 
proof read papers. Stu-
dents are welcome to 
come back for more 
help after their fi rst 
appointment.  
“We have students 
who will meet with… 
a faculty member in 
the Writing Lab, and 
receive feedback on 
how to improve their 
paper.  Student can then 
go back and work. They 
are welcome to come 
back to the Writing Lab 
to receive more help on 
the same project. Some 
students even return for 
help on the same day” 
Hickox said. 
The Writing Lab is not 
exclusively for English 
classes either. Students 
are welcome to come 
in with any paper they 
have for a course.  
“Any subject that has 
a paper the Writing Lab 
can help ,” Hickox said. 
Another service the 
center has is the Aca-
demic Development 
Lab, which has more 
intensive one on one 
help for developmen-
tal courses in math and 
reading and writing. 
The center also has 
academic coaches who 
can help with things 
like how to study effec-
tively, organization, 
time management, how 
to communicate with 
instructors, and how to 
break down studying in 
to manageable chunks. 
They can help students 
look at when they have 
time to study and cre-
ate a plan for how they 
will prepare for fi nals. 
Coaches can also help 
guide students to online 
resources. 
If students are becom-
ing overly stressed 
about fi nals, Counseling 
and Advising in U267 
has personal counsel-
ors who are available to 
talk. 
Opinion |
“Murder on the Orient 
Express”
The classic mystery 
tale, adapted into a 
modern feature fi lm. 
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From research to leisure, Parkland’s library, found in the X-wing, oﬀ ers many 
rows of books to choose from.
Parkland organizations 
here to help with ﬁ nals
Myles Simmons makes a three-
point jumpshot on Nov. 18. Cobras 
men’s basketball won against 
Land Lake College. 
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alexDAVIDSON | Staff Writer
When it comes to murder myster-
ies, especially in movies, it can be 
hard to make a puzzle that is both 
entertaining and challenging.
In trying to walk such a fine line, an 
easy bet is to take the “Queen of Mys-
tery” Agatha Christie’s most famous 
character Hercule Poirot from “The 
Murder on the Orient Express.” How-
ever, this book has been adapted 
enough times that doing something 
new and interesting with it is no easy 
feat, but the newest version does so 
with aplomb.
Directed and starred in by Ken-
neth Branagh and produced by Ridley 
Scott, this version of the seminal story 
could have been a train wreck. Many 
famous stories have been adapted into 
movies full of A-list stars and with 
Oscar-winning directors and huge 
budgets only to disappoint the audi-
ence and disgrace the source mate-
rial. Luckily, this one did not fall into 
that hole.
Branagh in particular was a fan-
tastic choice for the part of Poirot, 
the Belgian detective famed for solv-
ing nearly-unsolvable mysteries. He 
brings a charisma and depth to a char-
acter that, while always entertaining, 
was mostly defined by his intellect in 
every other portrayal and even in the 
original novels.
That’s not to disregard the rest of 
the cast. Almost every person on the 
train where the murder takes place 
is well-known for being good at what 
they do, and they don’t disappoint 
here. Michelle Pfeiffer, especially, 
did a fantastic job with her charac-
ter, playing her with an amount of 
emotion that is difficult to pull off in a 
movie where the screen time has to be 
split equally between twelve people. 
Daisy Ridley was also a joy to watch, 
playing the mystery aficionado Mary 
Debenham who is both a suspect and 
confidant to Poirot.
There was one character that could 
have been done better, though: Sam-
uel Ratchett, played by Johnny Depp. 
While Depp is good in some roles, 
such as in the “Pirates of the Carib-
bean” films, here he feels a bit out of 
place, playing an art forger and never 
really making it believable. Luckily, 
he doesn’t get quite as much screen 
time, and when he is on he doesn’t take 
the audience too much out of the film.
While a movie such as this relies 
heavily on the characters to convey 
the plot, the actual plot of the movie 
has to be executed perfectly. Mystery 
movies such as this can be difficult to 
make, because showing too much can 
make it obvious, but if the audience 
isn’t shown enough, they might feel 
cheated because the mystery is liter-
ally unsolvable.
The best mysteries are the ones that 
aren’t necessarily easy to solve, but 
when the reveal comes, it all makes 
sense and you realize that you should 
have seen it coming a mile away. This 
film manages to balance perfectly on 
that line, being both complex and sim-
ple at the same time; when the reveal 
does come, it’s earned.
Since this story has been adapted 
three other times, it may seem like 
there isn’t much to do with it. How-
ever, the thing that sets this version 
apart from the others is the style. It 
feels distinctly like the 1930s, but at 
the same time manages to be sleek 
and modern.
The first trailer of the film had neon 
captions next to each suspect as they 
said something upon finding out about 
the murder, with the song “Believer,” 
by Imagine Dragons playing in the 
background. That sets the mood for 
the film perfectly, with the slick col-
ors and lights being both reminiscent 
of 1930s Europe and the 1970s New 
York night life. The costumes, as well, 
evoke a modern feel while still feel-
ing right for the time the film takes 
place in.
Overall, “Murder on the Orient 
Express” was a good film. If you aren’t 
aware of the story, definitely see this 
version, as it is easily the most watch-
able, due to its distinct style and fan-
tastic cast. And, even if you have 
experience with it, this adaptation 
brings something entirely new to the 
table without losing what makes the 
story so iconic.
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“Murder on the Orient Express” a 
modern adaptation of a fantastic mystery
PC students discuss 
Starbucks cup controversy
davidSAVEANU | Staff Writer
It seems that every few years, the 
Starbucks holiday cup, which has 
been around for 20 years, appears 
in the news. To some it’s a big deal, 
because it’s been such a big part of 
their holiday season and a tradition 
they may have kept up for numerous 
years. To others it is just another cup. 
Whether it’s the holiday cup not 
being Christian enough, with “Christ-
mas” replaced by “Holidays,” or it not 
being inclusive and sensitive to other 
people’s celebrations, the public tends 
to be very passionate about the deco-
rated cups.
Several students at Parkland voiced 
the opinion that Starbucks, as a busi-
ness, has the right to do whatever it 
wants despite their personal feelings 
on the subject.   
“It depends what’s on the inside,” 
said Trevon Aers, a Parkland student 
who believes Starbucks should deco-
rate their cups however they want.
Another student, Nick Johnson 
described feeling conflicted, “from a 
business perspective, I’d say no,” in 
regard to them discontinuing Christ-
mas oriented cups, “from a personal 
[perspective] you want to include 
everyone else.”
“I do go there for [the holiday 
cups],” Johnson confessed, even if he 
feels they’re not inclusive.
Another Parkland student Rose 
Fisk believes that Starbucks is free to 
do whatever it wishes as a company 
and if customers don’t like it they can 
stop purchasing their products.
“It’s a business, if people don’t like 
what they’re doing, don’t patronize,” 
Fisk said. 
Fisk also said that she believes 
Christmas and the ideas that come 
with it have moved away from being a 
religious holiday and towards a mod-
ern trend.
“These days I feel it’s just trendy,” 
Fisk said.
Christmas as a trend is especially 
apparent in other countries where 
the religious aspect is not focused on 
according to Fisk.
“Years ago, I lived in Japan as an 
exchange student and there’s not a 
big Christian based population over 
there, [but] they decorate with Christ-
mas trees they have all these Christ-
mas things. The department stores go 
all out, but my fellow classmates, the 
Japanese students there, they couldn’t 
tell you a religious basis or anything 
behind it. ‘Oh it’s a Christmas tree,’ or 
‘oh we have Santa.’”
Many companies joined in on the 
modern trend, including Dunkin’ 
Donuts and McDonald’s, all present-
ing their drinks in holiday decorated 
cups. 
After backlash for not being sensi-
tive to other religions two years ago, 
the company decided to make the hol-
iday cups simply red which didn’t 
imply a celebration of any specific 
holiday. Last year and this year, the 
Christmas themed cups returned and 
in a video debuting this year’s cups, 
Starbucks said “the holidays mean 
something different to everyone,” 
followed by animations of a diverse 
group of people enjoying the holidays. 
Starbucks was trying to portray the 
holiday they’re displaying on their 
cup, with Christmas trees, doves, and 
presents, is one for all regardless of 
who you are, because “how you make 
it special is up to you.”
Some students said that it would be 
impossible for Starbucks to be sensi-
tive to every opinion. 
“We live in a country where every-
body comes from different places. I 
think if people or businesses, if we’re 
talking about just Starbucks, can’t be 
a perfect model for absolutely every 
opinion that’s out there,” Kelsey 
Angel said.
“I feel that inclusion is important, 
but you can’t make everyone happy,” 
Angel said. “I think it’s good to stick 
with you[r] values and the people who 
support you will continue to support 
you.”
Another student, Tibi Kabore had 
an idea about how keep the beloved 
cups, while also being sensitive to hol-
idays others celebrate.
“I think it’s about the context, it’s 
almost December. They [make holi-
day cups] to please people who cele-
brate Christmas. I don’t think this is 
offens[ive] to people who don’t cele-
brate Christmas, so maybe for other 
holidays too they can do something...
They should have cups for all [holi-
days],” Kabore said.
Image provided by Goodrich Quality Theaters
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Pictured in this image is 2017’s Starbucks Holiday cup. Starbucks was trying 
to portray the holiday they’re displaying on their cup, with Christmas trees, 
doves, and presents, is one for all regardless of who you are, because “how 
you make it special is up to you.”
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over one billion cars, with around 875 million ﬁ rearms.
School cancels Anthony 
Scaramucci event over lawsuit threats
MEDFORD, Mass. (AP) — Tufts 
University postponed an event with 
Anthony Scaramucci after the for-
mer White House communications 
director threatened a lawsuit over an 
opinion piece published in the student 
newspaper.
Scaramucci was scheduled to speak 
at the university’s Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy on Monday, but a 
university spokesman told The Bos-
ton Globe the event would be delayed 
until “legal matters” are resolved.
In a letter dated Nov. 21, Scaramuc-
ci’s lawyer said he would take legal 
action unless the newspaper retracted 
“false and defamatory allegations 
of fact” in an op-ed piece calling for 
Scaramucci’s removal from an advi-
sory board at the school. Scaramucci 
is a 1986 graduate of the school.
Graduate student Camilo Cabal-
lero wrote in a Nov. 6 piece that a man 
“who is irresponsible, inconsistent, an 
unethical opportunist and who exuded 
the highest degree of disreputability 
should not be on the Fletcher Board.”
The piece also criticized a poll 
posted by The Scaramucci Post Twit-
ter account as “giving comfort to 
Holocaust deniers.” Scaramucci said 
the poll, which asked users how many 
Jews were killed in the mass slaugh-
ter, was posted without his permis-
sion. He said a Jewish friend con-
ceived of the idea to highlight the 
public’s ignorance of the event.
Caballero says Scaramucci is try-
ing to prevent him from using his 
First Amendment rights.
“He is someone that uses his money 
to gain power and his wealth to buy 
himself into things that will get him 
attention,” Caballero said. “And he 
uses this power as a scare tactic.”
Caballero’s piece echoed some of 
the complaints raised by other stu-
dents and administrators who signed 
a petition calling for Scaramucci’s 
removal from the board. Scaramucci 
said he had been looking forward to 
responding to the concerns until Mon-
day’s event was called off.
“I’m shocked that a university that 
I love and have been a part of for 35 
years is silencing that debate because 
of my request for an apology,” he said.
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Former White House communications director Anthony Scaramucci talks during an interview with the 
Associated Press in Jerusalem, Monday, Nov. 20, 2017. Scaramucci told The Associated Press on Monday 
that although he has not spoken to Donald Trump in over a month, he talks to the president’s inner circle 
“regularly” and considers himself a media “surrogate” for the administration.
EPA gathers coal country 
comments about climate plan repeal 
John Raby | Associated Press
Michael Biesecker | Associated Press
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — The 
coal industry and environmentalists 
squared off Tuesday at a public hearing 
over the Trump administration’s 
planned repeal of an Obama-era 
plan to limit planet-warming carbon 
emissions.
The Environmental Protection 
Agency was holding the only 
scheduled hearing on the reversal 
in Charleston, West Virginia, capital 
of a state heavily dependent on coal 
mining. The hearing was expected to 
last two days.
The Clean Power Plan sought to 
ratchet down use of the dirtiest fossil 
fuel but never took effect because of 
lawsuits fi led by coal companies and 
conservative-leaning states. Coal-
fi red power plants are a major source 
of the carbon emissions driving 
climate change.
Among those testifying was Bob 
Murray, chief executive Murray 
Energy Corp. He derided the Obama 
plan as an illegal power grab that has 
cost coal miners their livelihoods.
“The Clean Power Plan would 
devastate coal-fi red electricity 
generation in America,” said Murray, 
whose company employs 5,200 
miners and has 14 active coal mines. 
“This would impose massive costs on 
the power sector and on American 
consumers.”
Under the Obama administration, 
EPA held four multiday public 
hearings — in Washington, Atlanta, 
Pittsburgh and Denver — to collect 
feedback before issuing the Clean 
Power Plan in 2015. About two dozen 
conservative-leaning states and a 
battery of fossil-fuel companies 
immediately sued, successfully 
preventing the carbon reduction plan 
from taking effect before the election 
of Donald Trump, who as a candidate 
pledged to repeal it.
To head EPA, Trump appointed Scott 
Pruitt, a former Oklahoma attorney 
general who was among those who 
fought the Clean Power Plan in court. 
Pruitt has made a priority the delay 
and reversal of recent environmental 
regulations negatively impacting the 
profi ts of coal and petrochemical 
companies.
Though Trump, Pruitt and 
others have blamed environmental 
regulations for the loss of coal-mining 
jobs, the accelerating shift of electric 
utilities using cheaper and cleaner-
burning natural gas is a primary 
culprit.
Pruitt has also sought to cast doubt 
on the consensus of climate scientists 
that the continued burning of fossil 
fuels is the main driver of global 
warming. Scientists say climate 
change has already triggered rising 
seas and more extreme weather, 
including killer heat waves, worsened 
droughts and torrential rains.
Pruitt did not attend Tuesday’s 
public hearing, which was presided 
over by three EPA employees.
The Sierra Club’s climate-policy 
director, Liz Perera, told them that 
the proposed repeal ignores scientifi c 
reality.
“This is about the kind of world that 
we want to leave for our children,” 
she said.
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In this ﬁ le photo dated Monday, Dec. 1, 2014, a wind turbine overlooks 
the coal-ﬁ red power station in Gelsenkirchen, Germany. A U.N. 
[...] environment report Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017, says countries and 
industries need to do more to meet targets to trim emissions of 
greenhouse gases that experts say are contributing to global warming. 
In its latest “Emissions Gap” report issued ahead of an important 
climate conference in Germany next week, UNEP takes aim at coal-
ﬁ red electricity plants being built in developing economies and says 
investment in renewable energies will pay for itself—and even make 
money—over the long term.
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ACROSS
1 Advantage brieﬂ y is given to defence if one’s lost ground (9)
6 God’s ground (5)
9 Half-heartedly stagger back for joint (5)
10 Future son of God abandons earth to oﬀ er assistance to those with a faltering heart 
(9)
11 Bowled evenly, getting two rookie openers to yield ground (3,8)
14 Trial that may take place at 1ac, 6ac, 11, 13,22 & 20, and 23 (4)
15 Make reluctant skiing instructor direct beginners back to slope (10)
18 Picture representing heartthrob? (10)
19 Goal obtained after introduction of last sub (4)
21 A nerve is not aﬀ ected by abnormal tipping of organ  (11)
25 English general engages veteran in Vietnam to provide material (9)
26 Backward boy with little education displaying inventive skill (5)
27 Turner Prize ﬁ nally is given after endless stick (5)
28 In that direction weather’s poor always (9)
SUDOKU
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COMICS & PUZZLES
Answers from last week
DOWN
1 Pupil to pupil: I said study diplomacy! (3,7)
2 To leave cauliﬂ ower ﬁ rst of all is a waste (4,6)
3 Director’s informed about annoying computer programs (6)
4 Epitomising for your information in writing (9)
5 Chip pan a chore when out of trim? (5)
6 Male bats getting no runs – he’s not much use (4,4)
7 Dissolute sort’s inclination to scrape (4)
8 One prince turns up in Hindu dress (4)
12 Vile wine regularly made awkward problem for its producer  (4-6)
13 Directing one’s course to pasture ground (10)
16 A ball secures victory after batting previously (2,7)
17 Italian motorway (part of it) leading south east (8)
20 See 22
22,20 Ground reached by river crossing (5,6)
23 Eggs left in ground (4)
24 Stupid fellow is a lump (4)
Anime Corner Pick of the Week: Fantasy
Listen to Kitty Sempai on 88.7 WPCD FM, Fridays 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
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SPORTS
Cobras men’s basketball wins 
against Lake Land on Nov. 18
Photo by tomWARNER | Prospectus News
 Cobras player Tyohn Trimble drives the ball down court.
Photo by tomWARNER | Prospectus News
Cobras player Marcus Latham sets up the next play.
Photo by tomWARNER | Prospectus News
Cobras player Myles Simmons attempts a three point jump shot.
SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP) — A 
Northern California man was cited 
for flying a drone over two NFL games 
this weekend and dropping political 
leaflets over the stadiums, reignit-
ing concerns over remote aircraft at 
major sports events.
Federal and local laws prohibit fly-
ing drones near games, and authori-
ties are examining additional ways to 
prevent the unmanned aircraft from 
hovering over crowds of tens of thou-
sands of people after the flights Sun-
day, Santa Clara police Lt. Dan Moreno 
said. He declined to discuss the secu-
rity measures being considered.
The biggest concern is a drone 
injuring spectators, Moreno said.
“Those blades are sharp and spin-
ning fast,” he said, adding that author-
ities also are concerned with terror-
ists arming drones, though no such 
attack has been reported in the United 
States.
Police cited Tracy Michael Mapes, 
55, with misdemeanor charges and 
released him after a drone was spotted 
over Levi’s Stadium as the San Fran-
cisco 49ers and the Seattle Seahawks 
played.
The drone released fliers criticizing 
television news media during the sec-
ond quarter of the game, but most of 
the papers blew out of the stadium on 
the windy and rainy day, Moreno said.
Leaflets also were dropped 30 miles 
(48 kilometers) away over Oakland-
Alameda County Coliseum, where the 
Raiders hosted the Denver Broncos. 
The flights didn’t disrupt either game 
Sunday.
The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion is investigating, spokesman Ian 
Gregor said.
The agency banned drones during 
most major sporting events in 2014 
after police detained people for using 
small drones at Carolina Panthers, 
University of Texas football games 
and others.
But the ban hasn’t stopped the prac-
tice completely.
Earlier this year, a drone crashed 
into the stands at Petco Park in San 
Diego during a baseball game, nar-
rowly missing several fans. The drone 
operator wasn’t charged in that inci-
dent, but the mis-
hap prompted Major 
League Baseball offi-
cials to review secu-
rity procedures.
In 2015, a high 
school teacher was 
arrested after he 
crashed his drone 
into the stands at the 
U.S. Open, interrupt-
ing play briefly.
Santa Clara police 
declined to discuss 
what security is in 
place for drones, 
though Moreno said 
cameras are “every-
where,” at Levi’s 
Stadium, one of the 
NFL’s newest facil-
ities that hosted the 
2016 Super Bowl.
Crews battling 
wildfires have also 
expressed frustra-
tion with drones 
endangering fire-
fighting planes. 
Water-dropping 
flights have been can-
celed when remote-
control planes have 
been spotted over 
fires.
Levi Stadium’s sur-
veillance cameras 
helped detectives 
track the drone to 
its operator, Moreno 
said. Mapes was seen 
driving away from 
the Santa Clara sta-
dium and identified 
by a license plate, he 
said.
Santa Clara detec-
tives called their 
counterparts in Oak-
land in anticipation 
that Mapes would go 
there next for the Raiders-Broncos 
game.
Oakland officers spotted a drone 
over the coliseum and it dropped 
the fliers again, Moreno said. Mapes 
was arrested shortly afterward while 
leaving in his vehicle.
Mapes did not respond to an inquiry 
sent through Facebook.
He told San Francisco’s ABC affili-
ate KGO-TV that he dropped the leaf-
lets in an attempt to disseminate his 
political beliefs, which he did not dis-
cuss in the brief interview.
“I’ve been telling this story for 10 
years,” he told the television station.
Leaflets dropped over NFL 
games revive concerns about drones
Photo by Philip Marcelo | AP Photo
A remote-controlled Spider-Man drone is displayed during a news conference 
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2017, in Boston, where the child safety group World Against 
Toys Causing Harm, or W.A.T.C.H., released its annual holiday list of the ten most 
hazardous toys.
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Parkland, the only community col-
lege in Illinois to offer a certifi cate 
in surveying, recently held an open 
house showcasing companies hiring 
surveyors. 
Parkland offers all of the surveying 
credit hours needed to get the certifi -
cate as a weekend program and offers 
all of the related classes as well. Get-
ting a surveying certifi cate is the fi rst 
step in a longer journey to becoming 
a professional land surveyor. 
Parkland is a part of the Illinois 
Community College Career Agree-
ment that allows students from all 
over the state to take advantage of 
career programs not available at their 
home colleges. 
“If a student’s local community 
college doesn’t have, let’s say, a cer-
tain health profession, that student 
could come here for in-district tuition 
rate. Parkland area students could go 
to another community college that 
offers something we don’t have like 
a culinary arts certifi cate,” Aimee 
Densmore, the Agriculture, Engineer-
ing, Science and Technologies (AgEst) 
Pprogram director said.
“Parkland is the only community 
college in Illinois to offer a surveying 
certifi cate,” she said. “We also offer 
programs including construction 
management, welding, and many oth-
ers. It isn’t just specifi c to the AgEst 
fi eld either, but covers a variety of 
career programs.”
As the only community college in 
Illinois to offer a surveying certifi -
cate, Parkland has come up with a 
weekend program to suit all sorts of 
students.
“A lot of students are already work-
ing in a surveying type fi eld,” Dens-
more said. “Because they are work-
ing, it makes it hard for them to go to 
school full-time. Some have families, 
some live pretty far away. The week-
end program really helps all students 
to get the surveying certifi cate.”
The students who participate in the 
weekend program meet once a month, 
and go over pre-recorded lectures 
before their class. 
“It is twenty-four credits in twenty-
four months,” Densmore said. “They 
meet once a month for their hands on 
parts of class. They have pre-recorded 
lectures that they watch before their 
meeting once a month. We repacked 
the program recently, and there had 
been a signifi cant increase in enroll-
ment in the weekend program.” 
The journey to becoming a profes-
sional land surveyor is straightfor-
ward. After receiving their bachelor’s 
degree, students must also have a cer-
tain number of surveying credits and 
must work under the supervision of 
an already certifi ed professional land 
surveyor. 
“For starters, to become a profes-
sional land surveyor, you need six 
related sciences,” Densmore said. “...
[S]pecifi c math pre-requisites, twenty-
four surveying credits…Parkland’s 
weekend program covers the twenty-
four surveying credits, and Parkland 
can also cover any other credits that a 
student may need to become a profes-
sional land surveyor. Once a student 
has fi nished with all of their credit 
hours, the student then has to take 
their fi rst test, which allows them to 
work under the supervision of a pro-
fessional land surveyor, and then take 
their fi nal test.” 
There are quite a few places that 
students who are wishing to become 
a professional land surveyor could 
look forward to working at. Parkland 
showcased these companies at their 
Surveying/Mapping Open House on 
Nov. 16. The event lasted two hours 
and had nine fi rms and companies 
represented. 
One of the companies represented 
at the Open House was the Champaign 
County GIS Consortium. Tom Laue, a 
GIS technician and professor at Park-
land, represented the company. 
“The Champaign County GIS Con-
sortium was started in 2002,” Laue 
said. “We work to gather information 
from different resources so that the 
community can use these resources at 
will. For example, if a city annexes a 
parcel of land, we will be able to pro-
vide information about the parcel of 
land. We are in the process of fi nding 
different ways to present the infor-
mation we have found as useful as 
possible.” 
To work in the GIS fi eld, students 
have to have a variety of background 
knowledge. They also have to be fl ex-
ible, as the position would call for a 
variety of skills. 
“A lot of people who go into the GIS 
fi eld have a degree in geography,” 
Laue said. “Though this is the major-
ity, a lot of people don’t realize that 
you need data base knowledge, a base 
in IT or programming, as well as excel 
and mapping knowledge.” 
Another one of the companies rep-
resented was the Weihe Engineers, 
Inc. Brady Kuhn, the vice president 
of the company, represented Weihe 
Engineers. 
“If a student at Parkland is really 
looking into getting a position at Weihe 
or any other company, they should 
look at the size of the company, how 
long the company has been around, as 
well as the values,” Kuhn said. “To get 
a position, a student should have two 
and four-year degrees in land and sur-
veying, followed by four years under 
a professional land surveyor, but it 
varies by state. Here at Weihe, we 
get a lot of interest in our UAV/drone 
surveying as it is the leading technol-
ogy in the fi eld. We take down the data 
from the fl ights and turn it into sur-
vey data.”
Another company that appeared 
at the Open House was Lochmuel-
ler Group, Inc. This company incor-
porates civil engineering, surveying, 
environmental, GIS, CAD, and com-
puter science all into one fi rm. 
“We have a water/waste depart-
ment,” said Jordyn Langley, human 
resources administrator at Lochm-
ueller Group. “We also do traffi c ser-
vices. We accept any professional 
land surveyor with a background in 
surveying, environmental engineer-
ing, or construction engineering.” 
For more information about Illinois 
Land Survey, please visit IPLSA.org, 
or go to parkland.edu and fi nd “Geo-
graphic Information Systems” under 
“Agriculture/Engineering Science 
and Technologies” under “Academ-
ics.”
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Tom Laue, a GIS technician, 
answered student questions 
about GIS technology and GIS in 
Champaign County.
go and get a Master’s in this it’s not 
going to happen.’”
After a three-year hiatus, Russell 
decided to return to school, this time, 
at Parkland. She says she’s seeking 
another associate’s degree, but this 
time, one that will prepare her for the 
classes that a four-year university’s 
physics degree will foist upon her.
“[The fi rst degree was] liberal arts 
and sciences because I was originally 
going to get an English degree, and 
now I’m majoring in physics. I need 
a little more science for that because 
I would totally fail out of a four-year 
university program right now,” she 
said.
Russell says it’s a path that she was 
surprised she wound up on.
“In high school, I never thought that 
I was any good at math or science and 
I wouldn’t do well in the subject. Then, 
when I got to college, it changed. Like, 
once I learned how to study I was like 
‘oh, I like this. Now it works,’ So now I 
enjoy it,” she said.
“This semester, I’m taking the 
astronomy class and it’s awesome. 
It’s just so cool to learn about space. 
I think it’s going to be cool to layer on 
in my degree, especially at a four-year 
school, to get more in depth and that 
kind of thing. It’s always been really 
interesting.”
Russell is also taking full advan-
tage of the amenities and programs 
offered at Parkland, already serving 
as an active member of the Astron-
omy Club. Russell volunteered to 
single-handedly paint and carve the 
club’s multiple pumpkin submissions 
for Halloween’s ‘Pennies for Pump-
kins’ charity event. She says she made 
good time, with the pumpkins only 
taking a couple of hours to complete.
She says her love of the subject and 
the convenience of the organization’s 
schedule played a role in involvement.
“Professor Johnson, [who runs the 
club,] is my astronomy professor and 
[the club] is literally right after my 
class so it works out,” Russell said.
She says she plans to stick with the 
organization in the coming semesters.
In addition to taking an active role 
in school organizations, students will 
also likely be able to come across Rus-
sell manning the phones at the Center 
for Academic Success (CAS) where 
she now works.
Overall, she says she is much hap-
pier at Parkland than she was at her 
previous college. 
“I really love it. It’s a much friend-
lier atmosphere than my last college. 
There are a lot more social activities, 
like the clubs and they go out of their 
way to offer you student support ser-
vices or things like that. You had to 
search that out by yourself at my last 
college so I didn’t know we had any 
of that until the last semester I was 
there. I was like ‘Really? I would have 
utilized all of this.’ It’s awesome here.”
Surveying a viable 
career option for PC students
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Jordyn Langley (left), human resources administrator at Lochmueller 
Group, and Sean L. Suttles (right), chief of surveying at Lochmueller 
Group, stand with the surveying equipment they brought for students 
to observe.
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